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Col. Hammond, and Samuel Chamberlatne, Efq; from the Uppe(f Houfe,
acquaint Mr. Speaker, that the Governor requires the Attendance of the

Lower Houle immediately, in the Upper Houle,
Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and (attended by the Members of the Lower

Houfe) went to the Upper Houfe; where his Excellency made the following
Speech, v/=.
Gentlimen of the Upper and Lowwer Houfes of Affembly,

AM very mach concerned that the great Progrefs, the vaft Preparations, and the avowed Defigns of our

common Enemy, whofe Encroachments and Depredations on his Majefty’s Territories, occafioned our laft
Meeting, have neceflitated the neighoouring Governments to repeat again, ;noﬁ earneftly, their Sollicitations
for us to engage ard unite with them, in fupporting his Majefty’s juft Right and Pretenfions to thefe his
American Dominions, at this Time attacked and invaded. Some Letcers and Papers that I fhall fubmit to
your Perufal, will fhew to what a Pafs Matters are already come ; what Armaments have been and are now
m kirg againft us ; what Wrongs and Indignities the Enemy hath already cffered ; with what Arrogance
they prcfume to obftruct the Freedom of a Commerce that has been erjoyed by our Anceftars, without ILnter -
rupiion, ever fince the Eng/i/h firft made Settlements on the Continent. .

The particular ard exprefs O:ders which his Majefty has been pleafed to give for raifing Fortrefles on the
Okio, and the Refolutions taken in a ne'ghbouring Colony, after the moft abundant Caution, as they ferve
to confirm me in my private Opinion, concerning the indubitable Property of the Country Weftward of thefe
Provinces, may, I bope, with fome Effe& be urged to obviaie and remove fuch Scruples and Doubts as have
lately veen ftarted, about the Extent of his Majelty’s American Dominions.

Dud I think fuch Motives were wanting, I might fet before you the Examples of the {everal Provinces
around us, to wa m and incite you to & generous Emulation of the laudable Zeal they have fhewn for the
common Crufe, and to a jult Refeniment of the Lnfuls that have been offered the Britifp Name and Dignity :
But from a Perfuzfion that you will be attnated by more noble Principles, than fuch as arife from the Fear of
Cenfure, I thzll fatisfy myfelf with remirding you, that the Enterprize which the Yirginians have begun, and
the neighbouring Goverorpents unanimonily engaged to profecute, is undesiaken for the Prefervation of our
common Safety, and that4t’s Mifcarriage muft be produétive of the moft fatal Confequences : A due Refle€tion
on this, I am willing to believe, will {ufficiently prompt you to a Performance of the Duty we owe our Se-
vere:gn, our Fellow Subjects, Ourfelves, and our Pofterity. How conducive it would be to the Succefs of
this important Expedizion, ard to our future Security, to prevail on thofe Indian Nations, whom the Artfices
and Infinuations of our Eremy bave hitherto been unable to feduce, to efpoufe our Caufe vigoroufly at this
critical Juo&ure, 1 leave your own Reafon to fuggeft to you; That and the cogent Arguments contained in
fome Letters that fhall be offered to your Confideration, will, I am perfuaded, convince you of the indifpen-
{able Necefliy there is of complyirg with bhis Majefty’s Pleafure, fignified to us by the Lords of Trade, con-
cerning an Interview with the Six Nations at Albany ; and will alfo induce you to confent that the Com-
mifliorers from this Province, be vefted with Power and Liberty to concert Meafures, and flipulate with the
feveral Perfons that may be deputed thither by the other Provirces, for building Forts and Places for the Re-
ceprion and Deferce of the Indian Wives and Families on Occafron, who muft otherwife (while the Warriors
are engaged from bome in our Service) be deferted and abandoned to the Rage of their incenfed and revenge-
ful Enemies. |

Upon no Accourt would I divert your Attention from what has been now premifed; but as I conceive that
the Pleafantnefs of the Seafon will, after the Difpatch of what I have been 1ecommending to have the firit
Place in your Confultations, tempt you to proceed to other Bufinefs, I cannet but take Occafion to acquaint
you, with the Pernfylwania Government’s baving fhewed fome Inclination to pafs a Law, for the more
efiectual PumMment of fuch Perfons as fhall counterfeit and atter, among them, the Paper Currency of this
and the other Provinces ;: as fuch an A& would be an additioral Support to-the Credit of our Currency, I
flatter myfelf you will encourage it’s being pafled, by preparing a fimilar Law for the Support of the Credit
of their Paper Currency among us.

Tre exceflive Cnarge and Burthen this Country is at prefent fubjetted to, by the great Increafe of Penfioners
in feveral of our Counties, I believe, might be hinted at, as calling for, and capable of, a Remedy ; if it be
truly reprefented, th.t the Duftr.bution of the great Sums, anoually colle@ed for the Relief of the Poor, as it
is row made, it fte-d of being an Encouragement to gad Reward of Induflry, proves too frcquently an In-
citement only to Debauchery and ldlenefs, ' | . . Shall
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